PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

The verb tenses in Greek are divided into six basic “systems”called Principal Parts. Each
system has a distinct verb stem, from which all the various tenses and their respective
“voices” are built. The six systems and their respective tenses and voices are as follows:

System Principal Parts Tenses and Voices
1. PRESENT ACTIVE (AU w) Present & Imperfect (all voices)
2. FUTURE ACTIVE (Ao w) Future Active & Middle
3. AORIST ACTIVE (EAvo a) Aorist Active & Middle
4. PERFECT ACTIVE (Aé Avk o) Perfect & Pluperfect Active
5. PERFECT MIDDLE & PASSIVE (A€ Av paur) Perfect & Pluperfect Middle & Passive
6. AORIST PASSIVE (€ AvOnv) Aorist & Future Passive

In order to recognize a Greek verb, it is necessary to be familiar with its principal parts. The
“regular” principal parts system is represented by Avw (above). The Principal Parts chart
that follows charts the principal parts of many frequently encountered “irregular” verbs
occurring in the Greek New Testament, shown in alphabetical order. All forms listed (where
they actually occur in the New Testament) are in the Indicative Mode, 1% Person, Singular.
Verbs in each principal part are broken down into augment, stem + tense suffix, and ending,
respectively, as they occur within a given principal part.

Particularly represented among the irregular verbs are: “Contract” verbs (stems ending in
a-, &-, or 0-), "Deponent” verbs (verbs with “middle/ passive” endings that are translated
“actively”), “Defective” verbs (Aorist verb forms with “middle/passive” endings that are
translated “actively”), “Liquid” verbs (stems ending in A-, v-, or p-), “m”-Verbs (present
principal part ending in —ui), and “Mute Stem” verbs (“labial” stems, ending with 8, m, or ¢;
“palatal” [gutteral] stems, ending with y, x, or x; and, “dental” [lingual] stems, ending with
0, 7, or 0). Remember also, that the verb’s actual stem is not always the same as its “present”
stem (e.g., cwCw, present stem: owC-, actual verb stem: cwd-).
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PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

Aorist Passive

Present Active Future Active Aorist Active Perfect Active Perfect Middle/Passive
AV w Avo w € Avo o Aé Avk o Aé Av pou € Avon v
ayyéA w ayyel @ 1 yyeid a 1 yyeA pou 1 yyér v
ay w aé w i yay ov iy pau 1 x6n v
aipé w aipfio opon™ & A ov 1 pnx a 1 pn pou 17 péon v
aip w ap w pa 1 px a 1 p po 1 pon v
axov w axovo w 1fj Kovo a ax 1 ko a** 1} KovoOn v
apapTav @ apaptiic w 1 Hapt ov 1 uaptnk o
1 papte a
avoiy w avoié w fj voi§ o avéwy o 1 véwy poau 1 véwxOn v
M véwé a)

ATOKTEV @

KTIOKTEY @

T € KTEW o

am e kKTdvOn v

an o AwA o

amoAAv amnolAéo w anw Aec o

apéok w apéoc w 1] peoc a 1} péoOn v

apvé opar* apvéo opan™ | 1 pvno aunv* i pvn pou 1 pviOn v
apx w apé opar* 1 p& aunv*
adin w adpno w apnr a*** adeix o agel pat apéon v
-Paiv w? -pric opoi -€ pn v -pé Pnx o
PdAA @ pad @ &€ Pald ov Pé Al o Pe PAR] pou & pANOn v
yaué w yauio w £ ynu a YE yaunk € yaunbn v
yiv opar* yevijc opou* & yev ounv* Y€ yov « ye yévn pou € yevion v
Yook w yvawo opor* £ yvo v £ yvox o € yvwo pau £ yvwolOn v
ypap @ ypay @ & ypay « Yé ypad a Y€ ypap pa € ypadn v

¥ Deponent (or Defective) in this part

**  Double reduplicaton

*E% k-Aorist
1Second Perfect

2This verb always occurs in compound with a prepositional prefix (e.g., dvapaivw)
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PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

Present Active Future Active Aorist Active Perfect Active Perfect Mid./Pass. Aorist Passive
AV w Ao w € Alvo o A€ Avk o Aé Av pou &€ Aoon v
oeikvy i 0¢eié w & ol a 0& oOery pat € deixon v
0éx opar* 0&E opan™ € 6e& dunv* 0€ oery pou € 0éx0n v
01ddoKk w o10aé w é 0idaé o € 816ax0n v
oidw i 0o w € dbwk a*** 0é dwx o 0é 60 pau € 600n v
oK w oé w é diwé « oe diwy pou € dwxon v
ooV apar* ovvijo opau 1 dvviiOn v
(1j dvvaocOn v)
&yyiC w £yyioc w fj yyio o 1§ yyix «
&l pi éo opar® fjunv (Imperfect)
ATiC w At @ fj Ao o fj Ak o
épydal opar* 1] pyac daunv* &l pydoon v
épx opou* élevo opar* 1 AO ov: A1 AvO o5
é00i w Ppay opar* é pay ov
evayyeliC w | edayyelic w | e0n yyélio o evn yyelic po evn yyedicOn v
(-aunv*)
evpiok w evpno w evp ov evpnk o evPEON v
evx opau* evs opou* v aunv*
& w & w & ox ov € oxnk o
O w OeAtjo w 1] OéAnc o
-Ovrjox w? -Oavov par* -¢ Odv ov? Te Ovhjk o

* Deponent (or Defective) in this part

2This verb always occurs in compound with a prepositional prefix (e.g., dmoOvijokw)

3This deponent Greek verb utilizes a thematic “a” vowel in forming its Present endings.

4Stem for this 2nd Aorist verb is “éA6-"

5Double reduplication, Second Perfect
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PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

Present Active Future Active Aorist Active Perfect Active Perfect Mid./Pass. Aorist Passive
AV w Avo w € Avo o Aé Avk o Aé Av pou € Avon v
fotn w ot W ¢ otno « &€ otk as € otdOn v
Kal @ Kalo w € xavo o Ké Kav po € xavOn v
KaAé w kadéo w’ ékddeoc a7 Ké KAnK o Ké kAN poi € xkAjon v
KAV @ KAy @ é kAv o Ké KAk o € xkAifn v
Kpiv @ Kpwv @ & xpwv o KE KpIK o KE KpL povt € xpifn v
Aapufav w Afjpyp opou € Aaf ov & Ang os &l Anp pou € AMjpOn v
Ay opan)
Agim w Aelp w &€ Aim ov Aé Aot o A€ Aay pon € Aeipn v
uavlav w € ua0 ov ue pank o
HEAA w ueAdijo w 1fj ueAA ovs
(€ peAd ov)
Hév w Hev & pev o e uvix o
mipjox w uvijo w & pvno o HE uvn pou & uvijoOn v
opd w oY opar™ € id ov o pax o
T&oxX @ & maf ov mé ovl «
el w nelc w € melo o né moif a Té TIEC pal € meloOn v
i @ i opau® &€ m ov mé MWK o € moon v
TMT @ TEC ovpat* &€ meo ov mé MTWK

* Deponent (or Defective) in this part

1Second Perfect

SDouble reduplication; note change back to “rough breathing” as in present part.
¢Note “rough breathing” over the reduplication (like the augment): “£-”

"Does not lengthen final stem vowel before
8Even though the present part has no initial vowel, this verb normally forms its augment with a long vowel (“n”).

s

9Note the change from “rough breathing” in the present part to “smooth breathing” in the future part.

50

© Wermuth’s GREEKBOOK for the Beginning New Testament Greek Student




PRINCIPAL PARTS OF FREQUENTLY USED IRREGULAR GREEK VERBS

Present Active Future Active Aorist Active Perfect Active Perfect Mid./Pass. Aorist Passive
AV w Avo w € Avo o Aé Avk o Aé Av pou € Avon v
OTéAAd w oTed @ € oTEil o € otalx o &€ otal pou € otaAn v
oTpép w oTpéY w € otpey o &€ otpapy pou é otpadn v
ol w 0o w € owo o 0é owk o 0é ow pai € oaOn v
TeAé w Tedéo w? € Tédeo o Te Tédex o Te TéAeo pai € teAéoOnv
TiOn O w € Onk o Té Oak o Té Ol pou & Té0n v
TPEX W & dpau ov
Palv w Ppav ovuar* é pav a & pavn v
Pép w oic w fj veyx a** &vn) vox ats 1 véxon v
Pevy w ¢evs opon* é vy ov mé pevy a
POeip w POepw €& PpOeip o &€ pOap nau € $pOdpn v

¥ Deponent (or Defective) in this part

*%% e-Aorist
1Second Perfect

SDouble reduplication; note change back to “rough breathing” as in present part.

"Does not lengthen final stem vowel before
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